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BELLEVUE ASSOCIATION OF EDUCATIONAL OFFICE PROFESSIONALS 
BAEOP is a professional organization for BSD classified educational support employees.  Come and meet , 

Office Managers, Secretaries, Accounting & Attendance Specialists, Tech Asst, Registrars, Library Asst, Ed 

Asst, Para Ed, Instructional Asst, Career Specialists, Childcare, and fellow BSD employees.  

BAEOP HOLIDAY SOCIAL! 

BELLEVUE ASSOCIATION OF EDUCATIONAL OFFICE PROFESSIONALS 

An affiliate of NAEOP, the National Association of Educational Office Professionals and   

WAEOP,  the Washington Association of Educational Office Professionals.  

The only National and State Professional Associations for classified personnel in the field of education. 

I t’s that time of year again when we’re think-

ing about our Winter Social.  It is going to be     

December 6th from 4:30 PM—6:00 PM at the 

ESC board room.  We are planning some fun 

crafts and hot treats— then we’ll all head over 

to the Bellevue Botanical Gardens for the 

Garden d'Lights 2011. 
 

The enormously popular Garden d’Lights     

festival features over ½ million lights which 

transform the Bellevue Botanical Garden into a 

blossoming winter wonderland. December 6th 

is one of the EVENT FREE NIGHTS (the 

other free nights are each Monday, Tuesday and 

Wednesday between November 28 and Decem-

ber 14.) These lights are inspired by plants 

found in Northwest gardens and gardens around 

the world, hundreds of volunteers have been 

busy making new creations. New this year is 

Snap d 'Dragon who will join the list of over 30 

“critters” including Charlotte in her web and 

Willie the Slug. You won’t want to miss the 

“Aquarium in Lights” in the Visitor Center with 

the pulsing jellyfish and octopus, or the gor-

geous pond and border display on the main 

lawn. The extended route through the garden is 

enhanced with a flowing river in lights and four 

waterfalls. Please plan on joining us on December 

6th.   

Plan to attend! 
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BAEOP Board Members for 2011 – 2012 

 

Co-President                       Charlene Jones  jonesc@bsd405.org 

Co-President                       Christy Minteer  minteerc@bsd405.org 

Co-Vice President                           Divya Pai  paid@bsd405.org   

Co-Vice President                      Caryn Freedman freedmanc@bsd405.org 

Recording Secretary                     Melissa Nguyen  nguyenme@bsd405.org                                                                         

Co-Treasurer                       Susan Gray  grays@bsd405.org 

Co-Treasurer                       Paula Jo Brave  bravep@bsd405.org 

Trustee #1                       Kathy Tsuchiyama tsuchiyamak@bsd405.org 

Trustee #2                       Sandi Patterson  pattersons@bsd405.org  

Trustee #3                       Mame Mulherron mulherronm@bsd405.org 

Past President           Paula Burke  burkep@bsd405.org     

                COMMITTEES 

Awards Chairperson         Barbara Ghaffari ghaffarib@bsd405.org 

Community Service Chairperson Jeane Allison  allisonj@bsd405.org 

Membership Chairperson         Tricia Gundersen gundersenp@bsd405.org 

Newsletter Editor                     Charlene Jones  jonesc@bsd405.org 

Professional Standards Program         Paula Jo Brave  bravep@bsd405.org 

Recycling Fundraiser Coordinator     Jane Tower  towerj@bsd405.org  

Scholarship Chairperson        Sandi Ivie  iviep@bsd405.org  

Sunshine Committee Chairperson     Sandy Patterson  pattersons@bsd405.org  

Website Manager         Crystal Aguilar  aguilarc@bsd405.org  

Workshop/In-service Coordinator Divya Pai  paid@bsd405.org 

Message from our Co-Presidents—Charlene Jones and Christy Minteer 
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We are on the web  

www.baeop.org 

Well I cannot believe that winter is just 

around the corner.  I love this time of 

year.  My husband dresses up for his fire 

station as Santa and I go along and help. 

To see the amazement on all the young 

children's’ faces is priceless. 

   

             Giving is Good For Us 

 

No matter how little we have, it feels good to give—to donate 

money or time, to offer help to people and organizations. And it 

turns out that giving does more than just lift our mood. Scientists 

have found evidence that it improves our health—boosting our 

energy, helping us avoid illness, and even extending our lives. 

Why is altruism so cheering? Maybe because it taps into key  

human instincts.  Editor’s note: So keep busy and volunteer with 

BAEOP and you’ll feel great!  Happy Holidays  and Happy New 

Year to one and all! 

Charlene Jones, CEOE Co-President     
 

It was great to see so many of you at the last 

general meeting in October. If you didn’t get a 

chance to come, you missed our Financial 

Yoga, and some great pointers on how to 

stretch your dollars. You also missed out on 

several free gifts that our speaker brought for 

us, and your chance at our door prize draw-

ings. Coming up at our next general meeting, 

we will be having some Body stretching, with a yoga instructor 

coming to teach us how to slim down after a few too many of 

those holiday indulgences. We sure hope you can fit time into 

your schedule to join us at the International School Library 

from 4:30 PM to 6:00 PM. We will have a social for the first 

30 minutes, followed by a quick business meeting, our usual 

door prize drawings, a membership drawing, and then we will 

“get physical”. Please feel free to bring a friend, the more the 

merrier! Speaking of merry, I hope everyone has a great holi-

day season and a Happy New Year, and returns from break 

well rested and ready to take on the challenges and adventures 

of the coming year. See you soon! 

The mission of the Bellevue Association of Educational Office Professionals is to provide the 

membership with opportunities for professional growth and leadership through networking of 

ideas and information, recognizing achievements, serving the youth of our schools and our    

community and providing fellowship with other educational office professionals. 



LET’S GET AQUAINTED 

Caryn Freedman Co-Vice President 
 

C aryn Freedman has 

been a special education 

paraeducator for 16 years with 

the Bellevue School District 

and is currently working at 

Ardmore  Elementary.  She 

joined BAEOP last spring and 

has earned her first PSP certif-

icate and will be working to        

upgrade in the future.   
 

Working with children who have special needs is 

Caryn's passion, particularly because she is the 

parent of two adult children who have disabili-

ties and wants to contribute back to the commu-

nity.  In her spare time, she enjoys studying    

nutrition, cooking, exercising, writing and     

traveling with her husband and sons.   

Mame Mulherron– Trustee 
 

T his is my third year as 

Assistant Principal 

Secretary at Odle Middle 

School.  Prior to this, I was 

a Substitute Secretary for 

the District and enjoyed as-

signments at ESC and at 

several schools.  I love what 

I do and I love the people I 

work with!   

 

I earned my Early Childhood Education degree 

at Bellevue College and have spent several 

years as a preschool and toddler teacher.  I also  

ran my own licensed day care, taught Sunday 

School for several years and was Nursery     

Director at the church I attended.    
 

Prior to earning my ECE degree, I had a totally 

different career in banking.  I spent many years 

in clerical positions at small branches in South-

ern California, eventually working my way up 

to Loan Officer. 
 

When my husband passed away four years ago, 

I needed a job that provided good benefits and 

used my combined experience and education.   

I had always thought that working in a school 

office would be a great fit and would be fun!  

So I am so thankful that I was able to get this 

position at Odle! 
 

In addition to continued volunteer work at my 

church, I have been a Girl Scout leader for my 

daughter’s troop for 9 years.  I have two great 

teenagers at home, age 15 and 18--a sophomore 

at Bellevue High and a senior at Sammamish.   

I enjoy exploring the Northwest and just enjoy 

time with my kids, knowing they will be out of 

the house soon enough! 

PSP RECIPIENTS  

SEPTEMBER, 2011 
 

Hosung Lee  Masters, Option II 

Eileen Wilcox Masters, Option II 
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New BAEOP Members 
 

Tanja Jones  Bellevue High 

Elise Lee  Spiritridge 

Diane Holdren             Sammamish High 

Jane Mauss  Newport High 

Patty Ray  Sammamish High 

Alice Mason  Medina 

Eileen Wilcox             Sammamish High 

Hosung Lee  Highland MS 

Linda Harter  Chinook MS 

Crystal Aguilar Maintenance MSC 

Michelle Roskilly Phantom Lake 

Eunice Choi  Woodridge 

Jane Tower  ESC 
 

Anyone who has joined or renewed their 

BAEOP membership between the Fall (10/20) 

and Winter General Membership meeting 

(10/19) will be entered into the membership 

drawing on January 19.   
 

Contact Trish Gundersen if you are not sure if 

your membership has been renewed.  See 

membership form on page 7.  
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AFFILIATION NEWS 

Spring Institute 2012 
 

The Southeast Area is proud to 

be hosting the 2012 NAEOP 

Spring Institute, which will be 

held in Rogers, Arkansas in 

April 2012.  They are working  

very hard to give you more 

“Bang for your Buck”.  

 

In just one short weekend you 

will be able to earn a total of 

(15) fifteen hours of PSP credit. 

We certainly hope you will be 

able to join the members of the 

southeast in April 2012. The 

NAEOP website will have more 

details soon. 

 

NAEOP 2012  Conference 

”West Coast Swings” 
 

Orange County Costa Mesa Hil-

ton will be the site of the 2012 

Annual Conference and Institute. 

There is a great line up of Insti-

tute speakers and a wide variety 

of briefing topics to choose 

from.  More details in the Winter 

issue of the NES Connector or 

check the WAEOP website.  

Are you a member  

of NAEOP/WAEOP? 
 

Being a member of NAEOP 

and/or  is a key component to 

carrying the message of      

professional development, in-

formation on the Professional 

Standards Program and the 

various scholarships and 

awards that are available to its 

members. 
 

You may ask, “Why do I need 

to belong to the state and the 

national associations as well as 

BAEOP… my answer is quite 

simple….…. why not???  

 

Where else can you go to share 

with others who work in a sim-

ilar line of work and learn 

from their experience? 
 

Some of the greatest teachers 

are those who have experi-

enced a situation, found a solu-

tion and were willing to share 

what they have learned with 

others. These are some of the 

reasons why I belong. What 

are your reasons?  

Highlights from 2011 

NAEOP Conference  
 

The 2011 NAEOP Conference 

in Charleston, SC had nearly 

400 members in attendance.  

If you were not able to attend, 

perhaps you can start planning 

for 2012, which will be in 

Costa Mesa, CA in Orange 

County.  This is much closer.  
 

The NAEOP board announced 

that their website would be  

under construction this year 

and we could anticipate a 

more professional appearance 

and it would be more user 

friendly. 
 

Every effort is being made to 

give conference attendees 

more  during their conference 

experience  — more work-

shops, briefings and profes-

sional development. 

 

The excitement and energy 

from a conference can quickly 

slip away if we allow it to. 

We often return to our jobs 

and home life and soon the 

enthusiasm begins to fade.  

The conference experience 

becomes a pleasant memory 

and the things we learn get 

lost as we go about our busy 

schedules.  
 

It is always a challenge to  

apply things we learn during a 

conference.  When attending 

workshops or conferences in 

the future, consider using your 

new information as part of 

your daily or weekly routine. 

 

 

Hotel Information 
The Hilton Orange County/Costa Mesa Hotel offer a complimentary roundtrip 

shuttle service to John Wayne Orange County Airport (SNA). The room rate for 

the NAEOP conference is $99 per night for single/double/trip/quad. 

Reservations are to be made directly with the hotel by calling (714) 540-7000 

and mentioning NAEOP to receive the group rate. . The cut-off date for making 

reservations at the conference rate is June 3, 2012.  



 

     BAEOP Member Dependent 

Scholarship - Three $750.00 mem-

ber dependent scholarships. Appli-

cants must be the son or daughter 

of a current BAEOP member who 

has two years of current member-

ship at time of application.  Dead-

line April 1. 

     BAEOP Member Scholarship  

Three $200.00 Member Scholar-

ships. Applicants must be a current 

member of BAEOP at time of ap-

plication. 

 

Scholarship forms are available 

through  Charlene Jones or Christy 

Minteer, BAEOP Co-President or 

all WAEOP forms can be accessed 

on the WAEOP website and 

NAEOP forms can be accessed on 

the NAEOP website.  
 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: 

For the BAEOP scholarships, you 

must have two years of current 

membership at the time of applica-

tion, in order to be eligible to apply 

for any of the BAEOP Scholar-

ships.  

WAEOP  Irene Usitalo Member 

Scholarship -  One scholarship is 

available, with preference going to 

a member of Area 10.  Amount will 

be determined by the interest ac-

crued on the CD:  Applicants must 

be a current member of WAEOP 

and does not require an affiliate 

sponsor.  Scholarship deadline is 

February 1. 
 

     NAEOP Marion T Wood Mem-

ber Scholarship - Two $750 schol-

arships. Applicants must be a 

member of NAEOP for three years 

prior to awarding of the scholar-

ship.  Must be pursuing a PSP Cer-

tificate or have attained the CEOE 

distinction or must be pursuing a 

college degree.  Scholarship dead-

line is March 15. 
 

     NAEOP Mona Smith Member 

Dependent Scholarship - One 

$1000 scholarship. Applicants 

must be a dependent of an active 

NAEOP member for at least three 

years. The scholarship deadline is 

March 15. 

Scholarship and Award Deadlines  
Around the Corner !! 
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Start Planning Now! 
 

S cholarships are available from 

BAEOP, WAEOP and 

NAEOP. You may be eligible if 

you are a member and/or if you 

have a son or daughter who is plan-

ning to attend school in 2011-2012.  
 

If you are thinking about taking 

some classes to improve your 

skills, we encourage you to take a 

look at the scholarships that are 

available to you.   

 

There are some simple require-

ments for each scholarship, so 

please check them out on this page 

or on the appropriate website.  Last 

year some of the scholarships were 

not awarded, because there were 

not applicants.. 

     WAEOP Dependent Student 

Scholarship (member sponsored) - 

$1,000 scholarship: Applicants 

must be sponsored by a current 

WAEOP member. Scholarship is 

offered to a high school senior pur-

suing higher education or a current 

college student pursuing a course 

of study.  Scholarship deadline 

February 1. 
 

     WAEOP Affiliate-Sponsored 

Student Scholarship - Two $750 

scholarships:  Applicants must be 

pursuing an office related business 

program of study and be sponsored 

by a current affiliate of WAEOP. 

The  Scholarship deadline is Febru-

ary 1. 
 

     WAEOP Member Scholarship 

Two $500 scholarships: Applicants 

must be a current member of 

WAEOP and does not require an 

affiliate to sponsor application. 

Scholarship deadline is February 1.                                                                              

Do You Know Someone Deserving? 
Your professional associations (BAEOP, WAEOP & NAEOP)  

recognize deserving people each year.  In order for a deserving  

person you know to be the recipient of one of these awards, they 

first need to be nominated and that is where you come in.   
 

Each association is accepting nominations for Administrator of the 

Year and Office Professional of the Year.  Additionally, BAEOP 

has the following GEM (Going the Extra Mile) Awards:  Educa-

tional Assistant, Instructional Assistant, Paraprofessional and Tech-

nology Specialist.  Please consider those deserving and dedicated 

employees you work with every day.  Don’t you think it would 

make their day if they were nominated for any of these awards? 

Check out the respective websites for the nominations forms and 

filing deadlines or contact either BAEOP Co-President for more 

details.  You will be glad you did!  



Have You Upgraded 

Your Cell Phone Lately?  
 

B AEOP has been recycling a variety of items for 

several years now, including  printer cartridges,  

cell phones and other electronic devices.   

 

Our cartridge recycling  effort has been very profita-

ble when combined with our Spring Raffle.  Each 

year for the past 4 years, we have made enough to 

pay for at least one Scholarship.  

 

Cell phones are another item that we can recycle.  

The holidays are a time when people may receive or 

give a new cell phone as a gift.  We thought we 

would remind everyone  

and ask you to keep 

BAEOP in mind..  
 

Please consider donating 

your “retired” cell phones to 

BAEOP rather than the 

landfill..    
  

Please send any recycled 

items to BAEOP at ESC.  They will be held in the 

mailroom for Jane Tower, our new Recycling Coor-

dinator.  Call if you have any questions (4200).  

BAEOP NEWS 
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Eighth Annual BAEOP Homecoming  
 

O ur 8th annual Homecoming was held on  

October 20 at The Big Picture School.  We 

had nearly 35 members attending during the    

social hour, meeting and workshop.  
 

Our speaker was Mary Dawson from Washington 

SECU. She shared her experience and some  

money saving tips, while discussing “Financial 

Yoga - Stretching Your Hard-Earned  Dollars”  

 

We ended the evening with our  regular member-

ship drawings and door prizes.  The following are 

the lucky winners: 

 

New Member: 
 Elise Lee -  wireless mouse 

Renewing Member:  

 Jane Mauss -  digital clock 

Door Prizes: 

Chef Basket -  Kathy Tsuchyami 

Post It Note Dispenser - Marty Ediger 

Note Cards - Paula Jo  Brave 

Aluma Wallet -  Diana Kipper 

Kangaroo Keeper - Lynn Semler 

Post It Note Dispenser -  Charlene Jones 

Easy Needle Threader -  Jane Tower   

 

January 19th is your next opportunity to socialize 

with other BAEOP members and be one of the 

lucky door prize winners. Plan to join us! 

 Winter General Membership Meeting 

 

International School Library  

 January 19th, 2012  

4:30 PM –6:30 PM 
 

Another Successful Year for  

Entertainment Book Fundraiser  

 

T he entertainment book sale was not as success-

ful as in previous years, as the business who in 

past years has bought 60 books decided not to pur-

chase this year. It is a sign of the times that everyone 

is looking to save where they can. On the bright side, 

we still sold approx. 110 books, for a net return of 

$1,100 to the scholarship fund. Because we had few-

er applicants last year, we did not give out all our 

scholarship money, so we are still in a good financial 

position to award three scholarships of $750 each. 

Special Thanks goes out to Suzanne Murphy, Karen 

Penewell, Ronda Gregory, Mame Mulherron, Barb 

Ghaffari, Charlene Jones, Divya Pai, Loren Bauer, 

who each sold 5 or more books. And a big thank you 

to everyone who purchased a book. Enjoy your    

savings  



 

We have an added incentive for you to join or renew NOW:  For those who join before  January 19, 2012, 

your name will be entered into a drawing to be held at the BAEOP Winter General Membership meeting.  If 

you have been a member of BAEOP before, we encourage you to renew your membership .   

 

Renew your membership or join as a new or returning member today. 

Mail your completed membership form and check payable to BAEOP to: 

BAEOP MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 

Tricia Gundersen / WISC 

PO Box 90010, Bellevue, WA  98009-9010 
  

Name   Are you a member of WAEOP?     o Yes     o No   

 

Home Address   Are you a member of NAEOP?      o Yes     o No 

 
City  Zip code   Home Phone __________________________________ 

 

School/Bldg/Department   Phone __________Position/Title    

 

Home Email   Birth Month  Birth Day 

  

Your membership will be effective for BAEOP’s  fiscal year (September 1st to August 31st). 
 

Check applicable classification: o New —    $15  o Renewal — $15 o Returning — $15       

 o Retired  — $6 o Associate — $6   
 

Please check area in which you work: o Administration o Elementary      o Middle/Junior High       o High School  

                                                                 o Retired                             o Other _______________________________________ 
 

Enclose your check or money order, payable to BAEOP and mail your membership form today! 

Submitted: ____________________ 

BAEOP Year 20___ to  20___ 

PSP  Certificates 

Bring Extra $$  

 

Basic          $200 a year 
Associate          $325 a year 
Advanced I         $450 a year 
Advanced II         $575 a year 
Advanced III         $700 a year 
Associate Degree     $825 a year 
Bachelor Degree      $950 a year 
Masters Degree     $1,075 a year 

Professional Standards Program  

  

T here are 132 BSD classified     

employees who have earned their 

Professional Standards Program (PSP) 

Certificate. These employees jointly 

receive about $118,000 in PSP       

stipends each year from the district. 

Why not join them and increase your 

income this year?  BAEOP can help! 
 

Most of these employees have quali-

fied for their PSP Certificate during 

the past five years.  If you have a    

degree, you already meet the require-

ments needed for the educational    

portion of your application. If you do 

not have a degree, you can still obtain 

a PSP certificate. Each of you will 

need to meet requirements in the fol-

lowing areas: work experience, educa-

tion, continuing education and mem-

bership/participation.  
 

Most of the members who obtained 

their certificate during the past five 

years, had everything they needed in 

order to qualify.  They just needed 

some help to complete their forms and 

gather the needed documents. 

We offer workshops periodically to 

give guidance on completing the 

forms.  To assist those unable to at-

tend the meetings, we can work with 

them individually via email and/or 

phone.   
 

For additional information, please 

contact  Paula Jo Brave at 4500.  

 

 

 Staff  Development 
Funds Available 

 

T here are funds available for 

training and educational purpos-

es through the District for those   

employees who are members of the 

AISP Bargaining Group.  
 

You can apply for a grant to seek 

funding for college classes, confer-

ences,  workshops or continuing  

education classes. Check with the 

Human Resources Department to 

obtain a Staff Development Grant 

Form and start on your way to life 

long learning. 

HOW MANY MEMBERS  

 HAVE QUALIFIED FOR PSP? 
 

Masters Degree…………… 19 
Bachelors Degree ………...79 

Associates Degree ………..14 

Advance III ………………...15 

Advance II…  ………………. 1 

Advance I..…………………...1 
Basic…………………………..3 

Total PSP Recipients     130 
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December 6th .......... BAEOP Holiday Social 

December 2-9 .......... Holiday Plant Sale, IHS 

 ........... Horticulture Class  11-4 

December 3  ........... Holiday Plant Sale, IHS 

 ........... Horticulture Class  9-3 

December 13  ........... PSP Workshop #2 

  ........... NHS  Classroom 4-6pm 

January 10  ........... PSP Workshop #3 

  ........... NHS  Classroom 4-6pm 

January 15  ........... PSP Filing deadline 

January 19  ........... BAEOP Winter General 

 ........... Membership Meeting 

February 1  ........... WAEOP Awards and 

 ........... Scholarship deadline 

February 11  ........... Area 10 PDP, Longview 

March  ........... BAEOP Spring General       

 ........... Membership Meeting 

March 24  ........... Area 6 PDP, Everett 

April 20-21  ........... WAEOP Spring  

  ........... Conference, Kelso  

May 15  ........... PSP Filing deadline 

July 9-13  ........... NAEOP Conference & 

 ........... Institute, Costa Mesa. 

 ........... Details coming soon.  

For more information on any of these events, 

please email Christy Minteer or Charlene 

Jones at: minteerc@bsd405.org or 

jonesc@bsd405.org 

SAVE THESE DATES 

 

We are on the web  

www.baeop.org 

 

BELLEVUE  

ASSOCIATION  

OF  

EDUCATIONAL  

OFFICE   

PROFESSIONALS 

Please contact Charlene Jones, newsletter editor at jonesc@bsd405.org with ideas or 
articles for future issues of the Keynoter.  If you have digital photos that you feel 
would be of interest to the membership, please email them, so we can share them in 
future issues. Deadline for next issue is  1-30-12. 

  BAEOP Fundraiser 

“Mt. Rainier”  

Note Cards 
 

We are offering an  

original design of a  

Mt. Rainier note card  

created by Christina Kwong 

(limited edition)  
 

Contact Mary Kate Uribe at 

 marykateuribe@comcast.net 

for more information 
 

$2.50 each or 

$10.00 for a packet of 5  
 

These would make a nice  

inexpensive gift for someone  

on your holiday shopping list. 
 

You can raise money for NAEOP 

when you search or shop online! 

 
Raise a penny (or more) for NAEOP every time you search the 

web.  www.IGive.com is the internet’s first online search engine 

and shopping mall, where a penny or more per search and a por-

tion of each purchase is donated to your favorite cause.  Over 800 

of the web’s best stores participate in this free program and up to 

26% of each purchase benefits NAEOP. 


